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EPA/TCEQ Statement on Water Quality of
Flood-Impacted Areas from Hurricane Harvey

WASHINGTON (August 31, 2017) —  The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and The Texas
Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) release the following statement today, in regards to the
water quality of flood-impacted areas from Hurricane Harvey.

“EPA and TCEQ are aware that releases of wastewater from sanitary sewers occur during major flood
events. The Agencies actively work to monitor those facilities that have reported spills, as well as
conducting outreach and providing technical guidance to all other wastewater facilities in flood-
impacted areas.

“Floodwaters may contain many hazards, including bacteria and other disease agents. Precautions
should be taken by anyone involved in cleanup activities or any others who may be exposed to flood
waters.  These precautions include heeding all warnings from local and state authorities regarding boil
water notices, swimming advisories, or other safety advisories. In addition to the drowning hazards of
wading, swimming, or driving in swift floodwaters, these waters can carry large objects that are not
always readily visible that can cause injuries to those in the water. Other potential hazards include
downed power lines and possible injuries inflicted by animals displaced by the floodwaters.

“Federal and state mobile command is currently about 200 people, who are working elbow-to-elbow,
starting in Corpus Christi and moving east with primary responsibility of the health and safety of those
affected by Hurricane Harvey.  As we continue to respond to this natural disaster and its devastating
effects on the people of Texas, the biggest threat to public health at this time is ensuring they have
access to safe drinking water and ensuring waste water systems are being monitored, tested for safety
and managed appropriately.”

 
 

Terri
Terri A. White
Deputy Director
Office of Communications and Government Relations
EPA Region 3
215-814-5523
white.terri-a@epa.gov
 

From: Smith, Monica 
Sent: Saturday, September 02, 2017 9:33 AM
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To: Taheri, Diane <Taheri.Diane@epa.gov>; White, Terri-A <White.Terri-A@epa.gov>; R6HarveyPIO
<R6HarveyPIO@epa.gov>; Martin, John <martin.john@epa.gov>; Rauscher, Jon
<Rauscher.Jon@epa.gov>; Turner, Philip <Turner.Philip@epa.gov>; Leonova, Larisa
<leonova.larisa@epa.gov>; R6HarveyENVL <R6HarveyENVL@epa.gov>
Cc: Carroll, Craig <Carroll.Craig@epa.gov>; Crossland, Ronnie <Crossland.Ronnie@epa.gov>; Spurlin,
Steve <Spurlin.Steve@epa.gov>; Smalley, Bryant <smalley.bryant@epa.gov>; R6HarveyRICT
<R6HarveyRICT@epa.gov>; Brescia, Nicolas <brescia.nicolas@epa.gov>; Loesel, Matthew
<loesel.matthew@epa.gov>; Mason, Steve <mason.steve@epa.gov>; McAteer, Mike
<mcateer.mike@epa.gov>; Lyssy, Gregory <lyssy.gregory@epa.gov>; Larson, Darrin
<Larson.Darrin@epa.gov>
Subject: Need your assistance with messaging
 
Diane and Terri – can you provide the press release TCEQ and EPA issued regarding sampling flood
water.
 
Monica Smith
US EPA Region 6
Superfund Division
Emergency Management Branch
Planning, Prevention, Readiness & Response Section  (6SF-EA)
1445 Ross Avenue
Dallas, TX 75202-2733
214-665-6780 office
469-766-3398 cell
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